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The Spanish version is attached. Thank you!

LIFE ISSUES FORUM October 15, 2010
For Immediate Release

The Knights of Columbus Ultrasound Initiative:
Changing Hearts and Saving Lives

By Susan E. Wills

A distraught couple called the Women’s Help Center of Jacksonville, Florida earlier this
year. They were being evicted from their apartment and had just found out they were
expecting a child. Fearing that they’d end up living in a tent until they could get back on their
feet financially, they thought abortion was the only option. The father insisted that adoption
was out of the question because he “could never give his child away.” A counselor invited
the couple to come in for a free ultrasound. to verify the pregnancy and see how far along it
was. Everything changed when they saw their 9-week-old child on the screen with his heart
beating and legs kicking. The next day, they returned for help in making an adoption plan.

This change of heart, this child’s survival was made possible by the Knights of Columbus’
Ultrasound Initiative, launched on January 22, 2009. In less than two years, the Knights have
approved funding for sixty-five 3D and 4D ultrasound machines for qualified pregnancy help
centers around the country. When a state or local Knights council is able to raise half the cost
of purchasing a machine (over $1.8 million raised nationwide to date), the Supreme Council
rays the other half.

‘What does this program mean to the dedicated volunteers at pregnancy help centers?

Most centers struggle financially just to keep their doors open and provide limited material
assistance to help clients who choose life for their baby. Ubiaining a hign-quaiity ultrasound
machine, which can cost over $100,000, is usually out of the question. The Women’s Help
Center (WHC) was typical. They had been using a 10-year-old ulirasound machine that
produced a grainy black and white image. About 30 to 50 women a year, among the hundreds
who had sought counseling at WHC, made a life-affirming choice. Thanks to the Knights’
initiative, WHC began using their new high guality ultrasound equipment in March 2009.
More than 300 children’s lives were spared in just the first year of use! The Center’s director
estimates that 80-90% of women who are leaning toward abortion decide to continue the
pregnancy after seeing their child by ultrasound.

Mom’s and dad’s reactions to seecing their baby for the first time are remarkably similar.
With tears welling up in their eyes, parents exclaim: “I had no idea!” *I didn’t know it was
alive!”™ “I didn’t know it was a baby!” For the first time, they marvel at the reality of the
innocent little child. tkeir child, who is waving, kicking, and even smiling before their eyes.

A video on the Knights® website (www.kofc.org/un/eb/en/about/activities/culture/ultra.html)
relates the experience of an abortion-minded couple in Nebraska who sought advice at a
center supplied with a 3D ultrasound machine through the Knights’ initiative. It was there
Angela and Bryan first saw their daughter. Bryan said: “To know that [she] was a human and
a part of me, it was really, really life-changing for me. We gained this closeness. And I guess
that was the point, too, where I had to step up and say ‘That is my child, too.” I’ve grown so
much closer to Angela and I’m so ready to have our baby.” Isabelle was born September 10,
2010.

Perhaps no one has described the impact of ultrasound better than the director of an abortion
clinic in Mineola, New York, who complained: “The bottom line is no woman is going to
want an abortion after she sees a sonogram.™ :

Let’s “step up” and help our Knights councils put ultrasound machines where they can
change hearts and save lives!
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TO ALL MEMBERS OF COUNCIT, #6993-

Effective immediately, I have appointed Mr., Joe Kral, as the Council’s intermediator with Father
Jim (Church Affairs). Joe already serves on the Pastoral Commission for the Parish and '
therefore this is a extension of what he already does for the Council.

There are occasions when questions come up as to what is Father Jim’s/Church’s stand on
certain subjects/policies or matters in relation to our Council .. Recently , there has been a
multitude of questions asked of Father on the same subject, by different people and different

This has to STOP--- future questions on Council concerns are to be funneled thru Joe so the
same question and subsequent answer-is asked ONCE; not multiple times. If you elect to go
directly to Father and not Joe; then it is-o be understood that you are speaking for yourself and
not the Council and should be understood as such by Father. Information will be re-directed
back to those who have asked question(s) of Joe with a definitive answer. Mr Kral and myself -
talk on almost a daily basis and will discuss any/all situations as they occur..

Additionally, what has been widely accepted by most — is now OFFICIAL-BOB STREZO—
has been appointed as Director of Food and Kitchen affairs for our Council reporting directly to
Joe Kral, .. Bob asked that his Deputy be Rich Ciancio. Rich will replace Bob in his absence.

Grand Knight
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Dear Jim and my brother Knights of 6993,

This note of thanks comes to you in gratitude for your contributions as a group and as individuals
towards the completion of the Divine Mercy Way of the Cross at Kisubi Seminary and my other
charitable missions. Thank you for your generosity and charity.

$100 has gone towards painting the stations of the Cross. In appreciation a metallic plaque will be
placed on Station XI, saying, "Please pray for Knights of Columbus Council 6993." So, be sure to be in
the prayers of the seminarians and all who will be praying the Way of the Cross.

The miracle jar donations have gone towards education facilitation for Flavia Nababinge. Flavia is a
needy girl seeking to become an electrician [Will be one of the first Uganda women electricians]. I have
asked her to pray for you (especially for Charlie and his family).

Please know that I keep you and your families in my prayers especially the sick (George get well soon)
and those who have lost love ones.

Presently, I am assigned to Boston College (since mid-September). I will be here for a while doing some
studies and will be keeping in touch.

With prayerful blessings,
Vivat Jesus!

Fr. Dennis Kasule
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Day Break is a homeless shelter in Joliet.that. is run by Catholic Charities.One of the
many services they provide is to assist people at the shelter when they leave to start up
their own homes.

The shelter has a warehouse where they collect household items to then give to the
shelter clients as they start up their own homes.These folks have nothing when they start
out. The woman I helped last week got a lamp and a couch from the warehouse,nothing
else was available. She had no bed,no tables, no dishes no blankets etc.

The Daybreak warehouse also acts as a hub for all of the Catholic Charity shelters in the
Chicago area.So if you are going to get rid of or donate any household items please think
of Day Break. The only stipulation is that the item must be clean and it must work.

Call Phil at 815-774-4663 x3113 and he will make arrangements to pick up your
donations.If it is a small item that can fit into the trunk of a car call me (Cliff) AT 815-
464-7242 and 1 will pick up the items.

Thanks
Cliff Peloquin
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vitgins who awaited him in paraa’ise
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