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JANUARY—FEBRUARY

WEDNESDAY JANUARY 25: TUESDAY FEBRUARY 14: VAL-
FORUM WITH BISHOP CON- ENTINES DAY AND COUNCIL

LON: A public forum with the MEETING: in Burnett Hall at 7:00
Bishop on the subject: “Evangelizing PM ( Don’t forget the new time)

in a Secular Culture” in Donovan THURSDAY FEBRUARY 16;

Hall, University of St Francis, Joliet, 1
7 PV (Soo the article on Page 3) | DISTRICT SPELLING BEE: in
the Franciscan Room of St Mary

FRIDAY JANUARY 27: MA- o | starting at 6:30 PM (Article P2)

JOR DEGREE AT STAN-  gATURDAY FEBRUARY 18:
THONY: candidates for the second FREE THROW CONTEST: The

and third degree show up 6PM. annual local contest for Mokena stu-
SUNDAY FEBRUARY 5: dents. It starts at 8:30 AM. Come and
FAMILY MASS: The council help—coaches and observers are
comes together to celebrate the 9 needed for thisl (Article on page 5).

AM Mass together. Fellowship after WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 22:

Mass. (It is Doughnut Sunday) ASH WEDNESDAY: st Mary
SUNDAY FEBRUARY 5: Masses will be at 7:30; 9:00; 12:00;
RETURN OF THE BOTTLES: 4:30and 7:30. Come and do penance
The St Mary Pro Life Committee will © Start Lentl

collect the baby bottles you have ~ SATURDAY FEBRUARY 25:
filled with money to support CONFIRMATION: Bishop Siegel

“Woman’s Choice Services”. will confirm St Mary children at 10:00

in Burnett Hall after all Masses. AM and 1:00 PM Masses. A Fourth De-
MONDAY FEBRUARY 6: gree Honor Guard will honor our State

FOURTH DEGREE MEETS: At Chaplain and Auxiliary Bishop.
Council 4400, 7:30 PM SUNDAY FEBRUARY 26:

SATURDAY FEBRUARY 11: FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT: we

FOURTH DEGREE EXEMPLI- begin preparing for Easter!
FICATION: Congratulations to the TUESDAY FEBRUARY 28: OF-

new Sir Knight members of the Joliet FICERS MEETING: In the Deacon
Assembly. Fitzgerald Room at 7:00 PM



THE MAGAZINE OF THE CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF JOLIET
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Spirituality in the

Second Half of Life

Faith

Have you read the article by Bishop Teaching Never Gets Old

Conlon in the newest issue of the Diocesan Cristo Es Nuestra Stories
Esperanza &1 A Week in the

= Life of a Seminarian
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magazine “Christ is Our Hope”? If you have
not, do so at once since it is wonderfully in-
structive.

As Knights we need to stand up for the
Faith, realizing that defending the Church and
Her truth is sometimes contrary to what some
degenerate elements of our society are trying
to impose on us. When we stand up for life, for
marriage and for truth we are standing up for
our Lord the Christ. When others attack with
political techniques we need to have the cour-
age of our faith, realizing that political attacks
on the Church do not make our defense of
truth political. The materialist secular world
tries to deny the existence of absolute truth—
don’t give in to those who peddle their trash, :
particularly when the enemies of the Church lS at han dw,/,
call you a “bigot” The 2012 Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal

Vivat Jesus

THE DISTRICT SPELLING BEE

Every winter the lllinois Knights of Columbus sponsor a spelling contest. It starts out at the local
level with a “District” spelling bee. Winners move to the “Regional” bee and those winners go to a State
Spelling Bee held near Springfield, usually in April. This year the cycle begins with the District Spelling
Bee that will be held in the Franciscan Room of St Mary School on Thursday February 16 starting at
6:30 PM. Children in grades six through eight from local towns

will compete. ) giroffe v
skis v/

Friend p’

The Knights of Columbus Spelling Bee is a formally organ-
ized affair. Word lists are sent from the State offices and kept
under wraps until the night of the bee. Words become progres-
sively more difficult as the evening progresses. Strict rules are
announced and followed during the event. It is a thrilling event
for the children involved and a pleasure to watch.

Come and participate! The kids and their parents will ap-
preciate your support and you might learn how to spell a forgot-
ten word! If you want to participate as a judge or helper for this
great event, contact Youth Director Tim Cosgrove at (815) 485
5599




The Cardinal Speaks

The following quotation is from January 15, 2012 by our Metropolitan, Cardinal George:

“If someone had told me a year ago that Catholic social service agencies in lllinois would be for-
bidden by law to arrange adoptions or place children in foster homes, | would have said that he or she
could not be serious. If others had said that a well-established Catholic college in the archdiocese would
be told by a government agency that it is no longer Catholic, | would have thought that impossible. If two
years ago | had been told that Catholic hospitals and universities and other institutions that are securely
part of the church’s ministry would have to insure their employees for medical “services” that are im-
moral, | would have thought that we were still protected against a decree that would force our institutions
to close or to secularize themselves. If | had imagined that the church could not go to the aid of women
who had been trafficked or refugees needing care without offering them “the full range of reproductive
services” (including abortion and sterilization), | would have dismissed the thought as mere fantasy. If the
thought had occurred that the U.S. Government would attack in court the right of a church to determine
who are its properly recognized ministers and who are not, it would have been dismissed as pure fancy.
Similarly fanciful would have been a law, actually introduced in a State legislature, revising a church’s
internal governance, taking it from priests and bishops and vesting it in committees dictated by State
law. These developments have made me anxious. The Church’s work with the poor and the disadvan-
taged, the sick and the uneducated, the hungry and the homeless has never been threatened before.
Loss of these ministries, as well as a weakening of our right to govern ourselves and to worship God in an
orderly and regular fashion, will affect not only Catholics but also our whole society.”

“In previous generations, Catholics were protected against individual and organized prejudice by
an exemplary legal system. In a society that is pluralistic in its moral standards, the law always provided
religious exemptions and conscience clauses that protected both individuals and religious institutions.
These traditional safeguards of liberty can no longer be taken for granted. Now it is the law itself that has
become, in some instances, our adversary. This is a new development for Catholics in America: the legal
system is being changed to remove protections for our faith and religious liberty. Catholics risk being
once again excluded from the American consensus.”

“That is my fear”

The quotation above is excerpted from the weekly newsletter of “Catholic Citizens of lllinois”.

Evangelizing in a Secular Culture

Bishop R. Daniel Conlon of Joliet will present “Who is (in)forming Whom? Evangelizing in a Popu-
lar Culture” at 7 PM on Wednesday January 25 in Donovan Hall of the University of St Francis Mother
House located at 520 Plainfield Road, Joliet. Parking will be available at the motherhouse parking lot at
520 Plainfield Road or in the University main parking lot at Wilcox and Douglas Streets. The forum is
free and open to the public.

Bishop Conlon is a great speaker who brings great faith into everything he does. The articles
above this one and on the top of Page 2 are relevant. This promises to be a wonderful forum for believ-
ing Catholics and a great opportunity to get to know our new Bishop better. For more information about
the forum call the Chancery at (815) 740 3687.

If you need transportation or if you can provide transportation call Joe Sluis at (815) 469 9204.







